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1
VEHICLE SYSTEM FOR MANAGING
EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the invention relate to a hands-
free system for a vehicle and, more particularly, to a hands-
free system having a hands-free control module with control
logic for determining if an external communication contains
a break-through string.

BACKGROUND

Some drivers may use their portable electronic communi-
cation devices while operating a vehicle. For example, some
drivers use their smartphones to make telephone calls and
send text messages while driving. However, some jurisdic-
tions have prohibited the use of portable communication
devices while driving unless a hands-free adapter is used.

In an effort to reduce distractions while driving, a driver
may choose to turn off or set the portable electronic commu-
nication device to silent mode, thereby ignoring all calls and
text messages. However, when using this approach an impor-
tant call or text message may be missed. For example, during
severe weather a driver may miss a call or text message
warning him or her of an emergency or dangerous situation.
Accordingly, it is desirable to provide an approach for ignor-
ing some calls and text messages while driving, while still
having the ability to receive selected calls and text messages
that may be important to a driver.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one exemplary embodiment of the invention, a hands-
free system for a vehicle is provided, where the hands-free
system sends and receives communication from a personal
electronic device. The hands-free system includes a vehicle
control module that is in communication with at least one
vehicle system for determining if the vehicle is in a condition
to receive input regarding operation, a display, and a hands-
free control module. The hands-free control module is in
communication with the display and the vehicle control mod-
ule. The hands-free control module is in communication with
the personal electronic device for sending and receiving an
external communication from the personal electronic device.
The hands-free control module has a memory and a message
delivery filter algorithm.

The hands-free control module includes control logic for
monitoring the vehicle control module for a driving data
signal indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive
input regarding operation. The hands-free control module
includes control logic for monitoring the personal electronic
device for the external communication. The hands-free con-
trol module includes control logic for receiving the external
communication from the personal electronic device. The
hands-free control module includes control logic for deter-
mining if the external communication contains a break-
through string. The break-through string indicates that the
external communication is to be shown on the display even if
the vehicle is in the condition to receive input regarding
operation. The hands-free control module includes control
logic for sending a display data signal to the display for
generating graphical images that are shown on the display
indicating the content of the external communication. The
display data signal is sent if the external communication
contains the break-through string. The hands-free control
module includes control logic for storing the external com-
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2

munication in the memory of the control module if the exter-
nal communication does not contain the break-through string
and ifthe vehicle control module sends the driving data signal
indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the invention are readily apparent from the
following detailed description of the invention when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features, advantages and details appear, by way of
example only, in the following detailed description of
embodiments, the detailed description referring to the draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary hands-free
system in a vehicle; and

FIG. 2 is a process flow diagram illustrating a method of
operating the hands-free system in FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, its appli-
cation or uses. It should be understood that throughout the
drawings, corresponding reference numerals indicate like or
corresponding parts and features. As used herein, the term
module refers to an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), an electronic circuit, a processor (shared, dedicated,
or group) and memory that executes one or more software or
firmware programs, a combinational logic circuit, and/or
other suitable components that provide the described func-
tionality.

Referring now to FIG. 1, an exemplary embodiment is
directed to a hands-free system 10 employed in a vehicle 18.
The hands-free system 10 includes a user input 20, a display
22, a hands-free control module 26, a transceiver 28, an
antenna 30, and a vehicle control module 32. The hands-free
system 10 is in communication with a personal electronic
device 40 for sending and receiving external communication.
The external communication may be, for example, in the form
of a text message, voice call, or an Internet based message
application. The Internet based message may be a message
sent over an Internet application such as, for example, Face-
book. In the exemplary embodiment as shown, the hands-free
control module 26 is in communication with the proximate
personal electronic device 40 through the transceiver 28 and
the antenna 30 by a short-range wireless connection. The
short range wireless connection is typically any type of wire-
less signal for exchanging data over distances typically under
about 10 meters such as, for example, a Bluetooth® signal
conforming to IEEE Standard 802.15 or a Wi-Fi® signal
conforming to IEEE standard 802.11. Alternatively, in
another embodiment the hands-free system 10 may be in
communication with the personal electronic device 40
through a cable or data link connection as well.

The personal electronic device 40 is typically any type of
portable electronic device that is in communication with a
network 50 for receiving the external communication. In one
embodiment, the network 50 is a cellular network that
includes several cellular sites 52 where antennas and elec-
tronic communications equipment are placed. Alternatively,
in another embodiment the network 50 may be a Wi-Fi®
network. The personal electronic device 40 may have text
communication service capabilities for receiving text mes-
sages such as, for example, Short Message Service (“SMS”)



US 9,172,784 B2

3

messages. The personal electronic device 40 may include
voice call service capabilities for receiving telephone calls. In
one embodiment, the personal electronic device 40 may
include the capability to browse the Internet as well. For
example, in one embodiment, the personal electronic device
40 may be a smartphone.

The user input 20 typically includes a keypad or a keyboard
for allowing a user to input information. In one embodiment,
the display 22 is a liquid crystal display (“LCD”) screen, and
is used to display graphics and text. In one example, the user
input 20 and the display 22 are a combined unit, where the
display is a touchscreen that detects the presence and location
of a user’s touch. The hands-free control module 26 is in
communication with the user input 20, the display 22, the
transceiver 28, the antenna 30, and the vehicle control module
32. Although FIG. 1 illustrates the transceiver 28 and the
antenna 30 as separate components from the hands-free con-
trol module 26, it is to be understood that the transceiver 28
and the antenna 30 may also be integrated with the hands-free
control module 26 as well. The hands-free control module 26
is typically any type of control module that connects the
vehicle 18 to the personal electronic device 40. For example,
in one embodiment the hands-free control module 26 is an
infotainment control module.

The vehicle control module 32 is in communication with at
least one vehicle system or subsystem for receiving commu-
nication that indicates if the vehicle 18 is in a condition to
receive input regarding operation. Specifically, the vehicle
control module 32 receives input from one or more vehicles
systems to determine if the vehicle 18 is in a state to receive
manipulation from a driver to operate the vehicle 18. In one
embodiment, the indication that the vehicle control module
32 receives from a vehicle system may be a data signal indi-
cating that the vehicle 18 is either being driven, or is in a state
where an operator may drive the vehicle 18. For example, in
one embodiment, the vehicle control module 32 is a transmis-
sion control module, and is in communication with a plurality
of driver intent sensors (not shown) for determining the posi-
tion of a shift lever (not shown). In this example, the vehicle
control module 32 sends a driving data signal to the hands-
free control module 26 indicating that the vehicle 18 is being
driven unless the driver intent sensors indicate that the shift
lever is in a park (“P”) position, which indicates that the
vehicle 18 may be driven. Alternatively, in another embodi-
ment, the vehicle control module 32 is an engine control
module that is in communication with a wheel speed sensor
(not shown). The wheel speed sensor sends the engine control
module data indicating the wheel speed. The engine control
module includes control logic for determining the speed of
the vehicle 18 based on wheel speed. In this embodiment, the
vehicle control module 32 sends a driving data signal to the
hands-free control module 26 indicating that the vehicle 18 is
being driven at a specific speed, and indicates that the vehicle
10 is being driven.

The hands-free control module 26 includes control logic
for monitoring the personal electronic device 40 for external
communication. The hands-free control module 26 further
includes control logic for sending a display data signal to the
display 22. The display data signal generates graphical
images on the display 22 indicating the content of the external
communication received from the personal electronic device
40. For example, in the event the external communication is a
text message, then the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for generating graphical images on the display
22 indicating the content of the text message on the display
22. Alternatively, in another embodiment, if the external com-
munication is a telephone call, then the hands-free control
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module 26 includes control logic for generating graphical
images on the display 22 indicating the telephone number or
name of the caller. In one embodiment, the hands-free control
module 26 may also include control logic for integrating
voice calls from the personal electronic device 40 into an
in-vehicle audio system (not shown). Specifically, the hands-
free control module 26 includes control logic for sending an
audio data signal to the in-vehicle audio system. The audio
data signal is received by the personal electronic device 40
through the network 50.

The hands-free control module 26 includes a memory and
a message delivery filter algorithm. The message delivery
filter algorithm is employed to selectively block or suppress
the hands-free control module 26 from sending the display
data signal to the display 22 such that graphical images indi-
cating the content of the external communication are not
shown on the display 22. Specifically, the message delivery
filter algorithm blocks or suppresses external communication
from the personal electronic device from being shown on the
display 22 in the event the vehicle 18 is in a condition to
receive input regarding operation. The message delivery filter
algorithm may also block the hands-free control module 26
from sending the audio data signal that represents a voice call
through the in-vehicle audio system as well.

The message delivery filter algorithm of the hands-free
control module 26 includes control logic for monitoring the
user input 20 for an input entered by a vehicle occupant.
Specifically, the hands-free control module 26 includes a
password that is stored in the memory of the hands-free
control module 26. The password is typically a numeric or
alphanumeric code that the user enters by manipulating the
user input 20. In one exemplary embodiment, the password is
a four digit number. The hands-free control module 26 further
includes control logic for comparing the input entered by the
vehicle occupant with the password that is stored in the
memory. In the event that the input and the password are
identical, then the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for activating the message delivery filter algo-
rithm. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the message
delivery filter algorithm may be activated remotely. Specifi-
cally, FIG. 1 illustrates a remote computing device 60 that is
in communication with the network 50. The remote comput-
ing device 60 may be, for example, a personal computer. The
hands-free control module 26 is wirelessly connected to the
network 50. The message delivery filter algorithm is activated
when the remote computing device 60 sends a data signal over
the network 50 indicating activation. For example, in one
embodiment, a parent of a young adult may activate the
message delivery filter algorithm remotely at home through
an Internet website by using the remote computing device 60.

In one embodiment, the message delivery algorithm may
also only block a certain type of external communication. For
example, in one embodiment, the message delivery algorithm
may only block text messages, but still generates graphical
images on the display 22 indicating the telephone number or
name of the caller. In one embodiment, the type of external
communication that is selectively blocked is selected by a
vehicle occupant using the user input 20. Alternatively, in
another embodiment, the type of external communication that
is selectively blocked may be activated remotely by the
remote computing device 60.

The hands-free control module 26 includes control logic
for monitoring the vehicle control module 32 for the driving
data signal indicating that the vehicle 18 is in a condition to
receive input regarding operation. For example, in one
embodiment if the vehicle control module 32 is a transmis-
sion control module, then the control module 26 sends the
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driving data signal to the hands-free control module 26 indi-
cating that the vehicle 18 is in a condition to receive input
regarding operation unless the driver intent sensors indicate
that the shift lever is in a park “P” position. Alternatively, in
another embodiment, the vehicle control module 32 is an
engine control module that is in communication that indicates
vehicle speed. If the vehicle speed is above a threshold value,
then the hands-free control module 26 determines that the
vehicle 18 is being driven. For example, in one embodiment,
the threshold value may be about 8 kph (about 5 mph), how-
ever it is understood that other values may be used as well.

The hands-free control module 26 includes control logic
for monitoring the personal electronic device 40 for external
communications. Specifically, the hands-free control module
26 monitors external communications for a break-through
string. The break-through string may be a keyword such as,
for example, a word like “tornado” or a string of words such
as “this is important, call your mother back™. In one embodi-
ment, the break-through string is a word or string of words
located in the subject line or the body of a text message or an
Internet based message application. Alternatively, in another
embodiment, the break-through string may be a contact’s
name that is pre-programmed into the memory of the personal
electronic device 40. For example, the break-through string
may be the name “Fred” stored in the memory of'the personal
electronic device 40. In yet another embodiment, the break-
through string may be a telephone number such as, for
example, a 10 digit telephone number (i.e. 555-555-1212), or
a code that is issued by the National Weather Service. The
break-through string is an indication that the external com-
munication is to be shown on the display 22 even though the
message delivery filter algorithm is activated. In the event that
the message delivery filter algorithm is activated and the
external communication does not contain the break-through
string, then the hands-free control module 26 includes control
logic for storing the external communication in the memory
of the control module. The external communication is sup-
pressed or blocked until the hands-free control module 26
receives communication from the vehicle control module 32
indicating that the vehicle 18 is no longer in a condition to
receive input regarding operation.

In one exemplary embodiment, the hands-free control
module 26 includes control logic for monitoring the user
input 20 for an input entered by a vehicle occupant indicating
the break-through string. For example, a vehicle occupant
may enter the break-through string such that only an external
communication from a specific telephone number (i.e. such
as a telephone number as in 555-555-1212) is shown on the
display 22 when the message delivery filter algorithm is acti-
vated. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the break-
through string is entered using the remote computing device
60.

In one embodiment, the hands-free control module 26 may
include control logic for sending a text message or a pre-
recorded telephone call back to the personal electronic device
40 indicating that the driver of the vehicle 18 is currently
unavailable in the event that the external communication does
not contain the break-though string. Specifically, the hands-
free control module 26 includes control logic for sending a
data signal back to the personal electronic device 40 indicat-
ing that the driver of the vehicle 18 is unavailable. The data
signal is then sent over the network 50. For example, in the
event a telephone call is made to the personal electronic
device 40 while a driver is operating the vehicle 18, the
hands-free control module 26 includes control logic for send-
ing a pre-recorded message back to the caller indicating that
the driver is unavailable, and will return their call as soon as
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possible. In the event that a text message or an Internet based
message application is sent to the personal electronic device
40, the hands-free control module 26 includes control logic
for sending a pre-programmed text message indicating that
the driver is unavailable and will return the text as soon as
possible.

In yet another embodiment, the hands-free control module
26 also includes control logic for monitoring various control
modules or vehicle systems (not shown) located within the
vehicle 18 for various driving conditions as well. The hands-
free control module 26 includes control logic for activating
the message delivery filter algorithm depending on the vari-
ous driving conditions. For example, in one embodiment the
hands-free control module 26 includes control logic for moni-
toring a global positioning satellite (GPS) control module
(not shown) for determining the specific location of the
vehicle 18. The hands-free control module 26 includes con-
trol logic for activating the message delivery filter algorithm
in the event that the vehicle 18 is located within an indicated
area. For example, in one embodiment, the message delivery
filter algorithm may only be activated in the event the driver is
operating the vehicle 18 within an inner city limit. In another
embodiment, the hands-free control module 26 includes con-
trol logic for activating the message delivery filter algorithm
in the event the GPS control module indicates that the vehicle
18 is approaching a maneuver or intersection that typically
requires greater concentration by a driver.

Alternatively, in another embodiment, the hands-free con-
trol module 26 includes control logic for activating the mes-
sage delivery filter algorithm during specific ambient condi-
tions. For example, in one embodiment, the hands-free
control module 26 includes control logic for activating the
message delivery filter algorithm in the event there is snow or
rain present as the vehicle 18 is being operated. In yet another
embodiment, the hands-free control module 26 includes con-
trol logic for activating the message delivery filter algorithm
if the vehicle control module 32 indicates the vehicle speed
exceeds a specified value. In one embodiment, the hands-free
control module 26 may be in communication with a cruise
control module (not shown), where the hands-free control
module 26 includes control logic for activating the message
delivery filter algorithm in the event the cruise control module
indicates that cruise control is not activated.

In another embodiment, the hands-free control module 26
includes control logic for monitoring a control module (not
shown) in the vehicle 18 that detects the presence of passen-
gers in the vehicle 18. The hands-free control module 26 also
includes control logic for activating the message delivery
filter algorithm in the event passengers are present within the
vehicle 18. In yet another embodiment, the hands-free control
module 26 is in communication with a park assist control
module (not shown), where the hands-free control module 26
includes control logic for monitoring the park assist control
module for a data signal indicating if there are other vehicles
in the proximity of the vehicle 18. The hands-free control
module 26 may include control logic for activating the mes-
sage delivery filter in the event another vehicle is located
within proximity of the vehicle 18 as detected by the park
assist control module. In another embodiment, the hands-free
control module 26 includes control logic for monitoring an
adaptive cruise control (“ACC”) system control module or a
collision mitigation braking system (“CMB”’) control module
(not shown) that detects other vehicles located in front of the
vehicle 18 during driving. The hands-free control module 26
includes control logic for activating the message delivery
filter in the event another vehicle is located within proximity
of'the vehicle 18 as detected by the ACC or the CMB module.
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In another embodiment, the hands-free control module 26
includes control logic for activating the message delivery
filter algorithm depending on the time of day. For example,
the message delivery filter algorithm may be activated only at
nighttime (after 9 pm). In another embodiment, the hands-
free control module 26 includes control logic for activating
the message delivery filter algorithm depending on usage of
the personal electronic device 40. Specifically, the message
delivery filter algorithm may be activated depending on if a
user is already using the personal electronic device 40. For
example, in one embodiment the hands-free control module
26 may include control logic for blocking text messages in the
event the personal electronic device 40 is being used for a
telephone call.

The hands-free system 10 as described above provides a
driver with an alternative to turning off or setting his or her
portable electronic device 40 to silent mode during driving,
which ignores all calls and text messages. Ignoring all calls
and messages may result in an important call or text message
being missed such as, for example, a call or text message
warning of an emergency or dangerous situation. The hands-
free system 10 filters only some types of calls and messages,
while still allowing other types of calls and text messages that
are deemed to be of an urgent or important nature to reach a
driver of the vehicle 18.

A method of operating the hands-free system 10 will now
be explained. Referring to FIG. 2, an exemplary process flow
diagram illustrating an exemplary process of operating the
hands-free system 10 is generally indicated by reference
number 200. Process 200 begins at step 202, where a hands-
free control module 26 includes control logic for determining
if a message delivery filter algorithm is activated. For
example, in one embodiment the message delivery filter algo-
rithm of the hands-free control module 26 includes control
logic for monitoring the user input 20 for an input entered by
a vehicle occupant. Specifically, the hands-free control mod-
ule 26 includes a password that is stored in the memory of the
hands-free control module 26. In the event that the input and
the password are identical, then the hands-free control mod-
ule 26 includes control logic for activating the message deliv-
ery filter algorithm. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the
message delivery filter algorithm may be activated remotely.
Specifically, FIG. 1 illustrates a remote computing device 60
that is in communication with the network 50. The message
delivery filter algorithm is activated when the remote com-
puting device 60 sends a data signal over the network 50
indicating activation. Method 200 may then proceed to step
204.

In step 204, the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for monitoring a personal electronic device 40
for the external communication. The hands-free control mod-
ule 26 further includes control logic for sending a display data
signal to the display 22. The display data signal generates
graphical images on the display 22 indicating the content of
the external communication received from the personal elec-
tronic device 40. Method 200 may then proceed to step 206.

In step 206, the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for monitoring a vehicle control module 32 for
a driving data signal indicating that the vehicle 18 is in a
condition to receive input regarding operation. For example,
in one embodiment if the vehicle control module 32 is a
transmission control module, then the control module 26
sends the driving data signal to the hands-free control module
26 indicating that the vehicle 18 is in a condition to receive
input regarding operation unless the driver intent sensors
indicate that the shift lever is in a park “P” position. Alterna-
tively, in another embodiment, the vehicle control module 32

25

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

is an engine control module that is in communication that
indicates vehicle speed. Method 200 may then proceed to step
208.

In step 208, the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for determining if the external communication
received from the personal electronic device 40 is a specific
type of external communication. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the message delivery algorithm may only block text
messages, but still generates graphical images on the display
22 indicating the telephone number or name of the caller. In
the event that the external communication is blocked, method
200 then proceeds to step 210. In the event that the external
communication is allowed, then method 200 proceeds to step
214, and the external communication is shown on the display
22.

In step 210, the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for determining if a break-through string is
present in the external communication. The break-through
string is an indication that the external communication is to be
shown on the display 22 even though the message delivery
filter algorithm is activated. In the event that the message
delivery filter algorithm is activated and the external commu-
nication does not contain the break-through string, then
method 200 proceeds to step 212, where the external com-
munication is stored in the memory of the hands-free control
module 26. In step 212, the external communication is stored
in the memory of the hands-free control module 26 until the
message delivery filter algorithm is no longer activated. In the
event that the external communication contains the break-
through string, then method 200 proceeds to step 214.

In step 214, the hands-free control module 26 includes
control logic for showing the external communication on the
display 22, even though the message delivery filter algorithm
is activated. Method 200 may then terminate, or return back to
step 202.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiments
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the application.

What is claimed is:

1. A hands-free system for a vehicle, comprising:

a vehicle control module communicatively coupled to at
least one vehicle system for determining if the vehicle is
in a condition to receive input regarding operation;

a display;

a hands-free control module in communication with the
display, the vehicle control module, and a personal elec-
tronic device, the hands-free control module having a
memory and a user input device including user select-
able input controls; and

a message delivery filter algorithm implemented via the
hands-free control module configured to filter messages
based on a state of the vehicle and a content of a mes-
sage, the message delivery filter algorithm comprising
control logic configured to:

receive, via the user selectable input controls of the user
input device, a user-configured break-through string
configured to indicate if an external communication
should be displayed on the display;
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monitor the vehicle control module for a driving data signal
indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation;
monitor the personal electronic device for an external com-
munication received by the personal electronic device
from over a long-range network, the external communi-
cation comprising a user-generated message;

determine if the external communication contains the user-
configured break-through string, a presence of the
break-through string indicating that the user-generated
message of the external communication is to be shown
on the display even if the vehicle is in the condition to
receive input regarding operation;

wherein, if the external communication contains the break-

through string, send a display data signal to the display
for generating graphical images that are shown on the
display indicating the external communication contains
the break-through string of the external communication;
and

wherein, if the external communication does not contain

the break-through string, store the external communica-
tion contains the break-through string of the external
communication in the memory of the control module if
the vehicle control module sends the driving data signal
indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation.

2. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the break-
through string is one of a telephone number, a caller’s name,
a word, a string of words, and a code.

3. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the external
communication is in the form of one of a text message, a voice
call, and an Internet-based application message.

4. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the control
logic is configured to monitor a system control module for at
least one driving condition.

5. The hands-free system of claim 4, wherein the at least
one driving condition is at least one of a vehicle speed, vehicle
location, the presence of passengers within the vehicle, prox-
imity of the vehicle to another vehicle, the presence of a
maneuver during driving, the presence of cruise control acti-
vation, time of day, usage of the personal electronic device,
and external weather conditions.

6. The hands-free system of claim 4, wherein the control
logic is configured to determine if the at least one driving
condition meets at least one specified value, and wherein the
control logic is configured to send the data signal to the
display for generating graphical images that are shown on the
display indicating the content of the external communication,
wherein the data signal is sent if the external communication
contains the break-through string and if the at least one driv-
ing condition meets the at least one specified value.

7. The hands-free system of claim 1, comprising a user
input device in communication with the hands-free control
module, wherein the user input device is configured for
receiving an input.

8. The hands-free system of claim 7, the control logic is
configured to monitor the user input device for the input, and
wherein the hands-free control module includes a password
stored in the memory of the hands-free control module, and
wherein the control logic is configured to compare the input to
the password stored in the memory, the message delivery
filter algorithm being activated if the input is the same as the
password.

9. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the hands-
free control module is in wireless communication with a
remotely located computing device, and wherein the
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remotely located computing device sends a data signal to the
hands-free control module to activate the message delivery
filter algorithm.

10. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the control
logic is configured to communicate one of a text message and
apre-recorded telephone call to the personal electronic device
indicating a driver is currently unavailable if the external
communication does not contain the break-through string.

11. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the vehicle
control module is one of an engine control module and a
transmission control module.

12. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the control
logic is configured to send an audio data signal to an audio
system from the personal electronic device, wherein the audio
data signal is sent to the audio system if the external commu-
nication contains the break-through string.

13. The hands-free system of claim 1, wherein the external
communication is a first external communication, and the
message delivery filter algorithm comprises logic configured
to:

activate a message delivery filter with respect to a second
external communication received at the personal elec-
tronic device, the message delivery filter configured to
prevent the display of the second external communica-
tion on the display when an operator of the vehicle is
engaged in the external communication via the personal
electronic device.

14. A vehicle having a hands-free system, comprising:

a vehicle control module communicatively coupled to at
least one vehicle system for determining if the vehicle is
in a condition to receive input regarding operation;

a display;

a hands-free control module in communication with the
display, the vehicle control module, and a personal elec-
tronic device, the hands-free control module having a
memory and a user input device including user select-
able input controls; and

a message delivery filter algorithm implemented via the
hands-free control module configured to filter messages
based on a state of the vehicle and a content of a mes-
sage, the message delivery filter algorithm comprising
control logic configured to:

receive, via the user selectable input controls of the user
input device, a user-configured break-through string
configured to indicate if an external communication
should be displayed on the display;

monitor the vehicle control module for a driving data signal
indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation;

monitor the personal electronic device for an external com-
munication received by the personal electronic device
from over a long-range network, the external communi-
cation comprising a user-generated message;

determine if the external communication contains the user-
configured break-through string, a presence of the
break-through string indicating that the user-generated
message of the external communication is to be shown
on the display even if the vehicle is in the condition to
receive input regarding operation;

wherein, if the external communication contains the break-
through string send a display data signal to the display
for generating graphical images that are shown on the
display indicating the external communication contains
the break-through string of the external communication;
and

wherein, if the external communication does not contain
the break-through string, store the external communica-
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tion contains the break-through string of the external
communication in the memory of the control module if
the vehicle control module sends the driving data signal
indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation; and

communicate one of a text message and a pre-recorded
telephone call to the personal electronic device indicat-
ing a driver is currently unavailable if the external com-
munication does not contain the break-through string.

15. The vehicle of claim 14, wherein the break-through
string is one of a telephone number, a caller’s name, a word,
a string of words, and a code.

16. The vehicle of claim 14, wherein the external commu-
nication is in the form of one of a text message, a voice call,
and an Internet-based application message.

17. The vehicle of claim 14, wherein the control logic is
configured to monitor the vehicle for at least one driving
condition, and the at least one driving condition is at least one
of a threshold vehicle speed, vehicle location, the presence of
passengers within the vehicle, proximity of the vehicle to
another vehicle, the presence of a maneuver during driving,
the presence of cruise control activation, time of day, usage of
the personal electronic device, and external weather condi-
tions.

18. The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the control logic is
configured to determine if the at least one driving condition
meets at least one specified value, and wherein the control
logic is configured to send the data signal to the display for
generating graphical images that are shown on the display
indicating the content of the external communication,
wherein the data signal is sent if the external communication
contains the break-through string and if the at least one driv-
ing condition meets the at least one specified value.

19. The vehicle of claim 14, comprising a user input device
in communication with the hands-free control module,
wherein the user input device is configured for receiving an
input.

20. A vehicle having a hands-free system, comprising:

a vehicle control module communicatively coupled to at
least one vehicle system for determining if the vehicle is
in a condition to receive input regarding operation;

a display;

an audio system;

auser input device configured for receiving a password and
a user-configured break-through string cg to indicate if
an external communication should be displayed on the
display; and

a hands-free control module in communication with the
display, the vehicle control module, the audio system,
and a personal electronic device, the hands-free control
module receives an external communication from the
personal electronic device, the external communication
received by the personal electronic device from over a
long-range network, and the external communication is
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a user-generated message in the form of one of a text
message, a voice call, and an Internet-based application
message, the hands-free control module having a
memory including a stored password;

a message delivery filter algorithm implemented via the
hands-free control module configured to filter messages
based on a state of the vehicle and a content of a mes-
sage, the message delivery filter algorithm comprising
control logic configured to:

selectively block elements of the external communication
from being presented on the display based on a type of
the external communication as defined by the break-
through string while allowing other elements of the
external communication to be presented on the display;

monitor the user input device for the password and the
break-through string;

compare the password to the stored password in the
memory, the message delivery filter algorithm being
activated if the password is the same as the stored pass-
word,;

monitor the vehicle control module for a driving data signal
indicating the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation;

monitor the personal electronic device for the external
communication;

determine if the content of the external communication
contains the user-configured break-through string, a
presence of the break-through string indicating that the
content of the external communication, including selec-
tively blocked elements, is to be shown on the display
even if the vehicle is in the condition to receive input
regarding operation, and wherein the break-through
string is one of a telephone number, a caller’s name, a
word, a string of words, and a code;

send a display data signal to the display for generating
graphical images that are shown on the display indicat-
ing the content of the external communication, wherein
the display data signal is sent if the external communi-
cation contains the break-through string;

send an audio data signal to the audio system from the
personal electronic device, wherein the audio data signal
is sent to the audio system if the external communication
contains the break-through string;

store the external communication in the memory of the
control module if the external communication does not
contain the break-through string and if the vehicle con-
trol module sends the driving data signal indicating the
vehicle is in the condition to receive input regarding
operation; and

communicate one of a text message and a pre-recorded
telephone call to the personal electronic device indicat-
ing a driver is currently unavailable if the external com-
munication does not contain the break-through string.
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